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| AS ALSO '2 
' , Tothe two moſt Honourable Houſes? 
, aſſlembledin Pantygiran rt N 7 


AND OTHERS, 


Almady figned, by moſt of the Gentry , Minis 
Free- olders of verall Counties, in behalfe of # »/ 


Liturgie, and ſupportation of { hurch- Revenues, and 
ſuppreſſion of $ chiſmaticks,. F-".-S 


Colicdicd by a faithfull Lover of the Chnrch, for thecomfc 
the dejected Clergy, and all moceaoely: allected ht akin on. of 
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Seemeth it & ſmall thing untozuu to bave eaten up the pood ate 
\nuft tread Tap with A feet the reſidue alſo. Therefore FLY oi ar 
God, Becauſe ye have thrpſt with ſide and with ſhoulder, and puſh t all the diſ- 
eaſed with your hornes, till yay bave ſcattered them abroad ; ore wil X 
» ſawemy.flock , and they ſhall be no more aprey ; and-I will judge po: Cate 
\ tell and Gattell. And 1will ſet up one Shepheard qutr them, and be ſhall feeds 
= - par my my Yves Dayid 3 @ aſecd them, Jo's ſhall be their Shep- . | 
Ks ar the Lor#will be t anda my [eryant Da x y 
them: F tle ord heve pokemit, as Herts was, JOS 


. l | Printed for William Sheares, 1642, os MY 


MLDWLUHIUM 


14 


- 


_ 
_ 
_ 
= 
= 
— 
« 
— 
_ 
> 
> 
* 
— 


... 


TE ED 
o 


a Wo o_—_ 


. X —_"y 2 o Ap. - 
. 3 þ Ld a5 I w "*1 8 - y p A © p, Las 
= . *, : > - Ty þ " , 
' ) 4 = = d of oy * F, v Þy _ 
* T.- - . . & . - w l G J C- . , 
_= . . 
T : i 


Foo 


The ( ole lor tothe Reader, 
READFER, 

LG ANRP E 1 mce put thee in mind (as theſe times doe mee ) of 
| a-ſpeciall Law ja / that ſingular Patterne of a well 
compoſed Stat<- ) Spar. So ſenfible were they of 
the ill eff:&s of 1nwvations in Government, that 
who ever propoſeda new Law, preſented himf-lfe 
with a Halter about his neck, his Hca4 paid th: rre{- 
paſſe of a new invented Prejudice. But oh ; Q nantum mutantsu' Temes 
or 4, quantum no* » 50 rare a gift have the illuminated tancics of this 
all-kcowing age, That old women without $ peRacles can diſcover 
Popiſh plots, young Men and prent.zes aſlume to regulate the Rebel- 
lion in 7r land, Sca-men and Marriners Reforme the Houſe of Pecrs, 
Poore men , Porters, and Labourers ſpy out a malignant party , and 
diſcipline them ; The countrey clouted-ſhoe renew the decayed 
trade of the Citic, The Covler patch up a Religion, 8 all theſe petition 
for a tranſlation , both of Church and State, with fo little feare of 
the Halter, that they would thinke themſelves negleRed, it they had 
not thanks for their care of the Re-publicke; only he that deſires the 
ratification of an old Law, or of along ſetled Eccleſiaſtick Govern- 
ment, lookes as if the Halter were his ſhare; And though there be thir- 
ty thouſand hands ſubſcribed to it; *Tis ods,not one of all thoſe dares 
preferre a Petition to that pnrp2ſe ; 0h ! Luis pudor quod non praſtet 
fides quod preſtitit infid:litas. Oh 1 what aſbame is it that an iguo- 
rant Seperatilt ſhall covertly draw Subſcribers out of blind zcale to 
looſe papers\, and thoſe to be annext to ſome Em 502 yet unhatcht, 
and delivered in the name of a County, with confidence , when a 
Knight of a ſhire (ſhall perhaps ſmother the true- child, anddares not 
owne it, That a few Innovators ſhall be able to ſummon to Black- 
heath, South-waske , and Saint-george his fields thouſands of credu-= 
Jous people, with 1mplicite faiths, to goe along with Petitions, ſhall 
be (hewed them when they come there, for the alteration of Lawes, 


\ and Government : and the Reſolutions of an aflizes or Seffions of 
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wn of the 'other confedorated make more: noyfe then 10500, fifent -- 
nf” "Epilcopacy and Lyturgic are both legally planted, at this time = 
/ bothviolently affaulted : The queſtion is, whether the battery , or , 
the defence be the ſtronger : the one (ide charges turtoully;the other © 
foff:rs filently, paticntly,and arcſerved ſtrength oft maſters a violent? 
Bat each orthodox ſ>nne of the Church thinkes himſeclte in Eliahs 
caſe, thathee alone is left of all the Prophets, audalas ,\what can hee 
doe?. And: perhaps thou tiny Reader art one of thoſe, Corrage mans 
the ſame God that taught him to know , he had reſerved feven thou. 
(and, that had never boiwed their knees to Baal!, whon he opens thy 
eyes, can ſh2w thee not ſeven, but ſeventy times feventhouſand rrug 
Proteſtants , that will lend their hands and hearts to uphold that A 
poſtolicke order , this bleſzd forme of divine ſervice. The bufſines 
is, tis a hard time , every man's afraid to breaxe bis ſhins by being 
foremoſt ; But the Ice 1s broke already. This ColleF1on of theſe 
many ſleepingPctitions wil ſhzw every County that the wayis open: / 
And ſince noiſe and number are-takea into conſideration, the for 
watdneſfle of the Aﬀaylants will, I beleeve , put ſhame upon the Des, 
fendants to be ſo fartre behind, The Iudges being honourable , and 
impartially receiving the arguments on both ſides, I preſame none 
will diſcover a diſtrult of a faire acceptance,or betray a Truſt{ontof a 
perſonall reſp:&)) by detayning ſuch Petittons, as the Countics have 
committed into thzir hands. It all ſach as are already ſigned fee the 
light, I am ſure this volume will be alarge one, and the Number, and 
quality of the D:fendants , as much over-ſway the Opponents ; as 
theirarguments drawne from the Lawes of God and man, will out- 
'weigh the Motives of thoſe, who only will, becauſe they will, As 
| if it were cauſe enough to overthrow eſtabliſhed Lawes, that they 
have deſired it,thoagh they ſhew no reaſon for it : Butif all other *” 
Counties , all true Proteſtants with like liberty expreſle their affeAt= 
ons; the diſtraions of the Church wyll be quickly fetled ; To that 
good works I have lent my hand, by lending theeand the world this 
light, | 4 Farewell, 
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DELIVERED IN TO 
[78 The Lords Spirituall and 


'Þ ; TEMPORALL: 


By Sir TyuoOMAs As ron, Baronet, from the 
£7: County Palatine of Cheſter, concerning 
S EPISCOPACITE, 


\ © Tothe High and Honourable Court of 
| PARLIAMENT. 


The Nobilit y,Knights,Gentry, Miniſters, Freeholders and In- 
habitants of the Count pt ens of C heſter, whoſe Names 
are Subſcribed inthe 7 verall eel ales hereunts annexed. 


| Hunbly fhew 


=D H A T whereas divers Petitions have lately 
#9; beene carryed about this County, againſt 
IRE the preſent forme of Church-governe- 
Sa ment, (and the hands '6f many perſons, of” 
| ordinary qualitie ſollicited to the'ſame, with pretence 
_*. tobe preſented tothis Honourable Aſſembly ) which” 
weconceiving nor ſo michtoayme at-Reformation as*_ 
= ds xy of Government, and ſachasmuſt * 
"2 vantage rv1hs Adverſaties of ov 


gion 


(2) 
gion, we held it our duty to diſay@w them all, | 
And humbly-pray, that we incurre no miſcenſure, if 
any {uchclamours have (without our privitie) aſſum'd 
the name of the County, ' 

Wee, as others, are ſenſible of the commongrievan- 
ces of rt:e Kingdome, atid have juſt cauſe to rejoycear, 
and acknowledge with thankefulneſſe, the pious care 
web is already taken forthe ſuppreſſing of thegrowth 
of Popery, the better ſupply of able Miniſters, and 
the removing of all Innovation s and wee doubt nor, 
but in your great Wiſdomes you will regulate the ri- 
gour of Eccleſiaſticall Courts, to ſuit with the tem- 
per of our Lawes, and the nature of Free-men. 

Yet whcn we conſider, that B:ſhops wete inſtituted 
in the time of the Apoſtles; That they werethe grear 
lights of the Church ia all the firſt generall Coun- 
ſcls; That ſo many of them ſowed the ſeeds of Re- 
ligion in their bloods, and reſcued Chriſtianity from 
utter extirparion in the Primitive Heathen perſecuti- 
ens; Thatto them we owe the redemption of the pu- 
ritic of the Goſpell wee now profeſſe from Romiſh 


— 


(3) 
Temoyall of them, or {as in ſome of their Petitions) 
to ſecke the utter diſſolution and ruine of their Ofh- 
ces (as Antichriſtian) we cannot conceive to reliſh of 
juſtice or charity, nor can ye joyne with them. 

But on the contrary, ih we conſider the tenour 
of ſuch writings, asin the name of Petitions, are ſpread 
amongſt the common people , the tenents preached 
publiquely in Pulpits, and the contents of many prin- 
red Pamphlets, ſwarming amongſt us , all of them dan- 
gcrouſly exciting a diſobedience to the eſtabliſhed form 
of goverument,'and their ſeverall intimations of the 
dcfireof the potver of the Keyes, and that their Con- 
gregations may execute Ecclcftaſticall cenſures within 
themſelves, wecannot but expreſſe our juſt feares, that 
their defire is to introduce an abſolute Innovation of 
Presbyterall Government, whereby we who are now 
governed by the Canon and Civill Lawes, diſpenſed 
by twenty-fix Ordinaries (caſily reſponſall ro Parla- 
ments for any deviation from the rule of Law conceive 
we ſhould become expoſed to themeere Arbitrary go- 
vernment of a numerous Presbitery, who together 
with their ruling Elders, will atife to ncere forty thou- 
ſand Church Governours,8& with theiradherents,muſt - 
needs beare ſo great a ſway in the Common-wealth, 
that if future inconvenience ſhall be found in that go- 
vernment , wee humbly offer to conſideration, how 
_ theſe ſhall be reducible by Parliaments, how confiſt« nt 
with a Monarchy, and how dangerouſly conducible 
roan Anarchy, which wee have juſt canſe to pray a- 
gainſt,-as fearing the 'conſequences would prove the 
utter loſſe of Learning and Lawes, which mult neceſla- 
ily produce an extermination ot Nobility, Gentry; 
and Order, it not of Religion. 

Y AS B 2 With 


(4) 
With what vchemencie of ſpirit,theſe things are pro- 
ſecuted, & how plaufibly ſuch popular infuſtons ſpread 


as incline toa parity, we held it our duty to repreſent 
to this Honourable Aſſembly , 'And humbly pray, 


That ſome ſuch preſcnt Wyſe bee taken, as in your 
Wiſdomes ſhall be thought fit, to ſuppreſle the future 
diſperſing of ſuch dangerous diſcontents amongſt the 
common people, Wee having great cauſcto feare, that 
of all the diſtempers that at preſent threaten the well- 
fare of this State, there is none more worthy the ma- 
ture and grave conſideration of this Honourable Af 
ſembly, then toſtop the Torrent of ſuch ſpirits before 
they ſwell beyond the bounds of Government: Then 
we doubt not but his Majcſtie perſevering in his graci- 
ous inclination to heare the complaints, and relieve the 
grievances of his Subje&s.in frequent Parliaments, it 
will ſo unite the Head and the Body, ſo indiſſolubly 
ccmentthe afteRions of his people to our Royall Sove- 


raigne, that without any other change of Government, 
He can never want revenue, nor we juſtice, 

We have preſumed to annex a Coppy of a Petition ( or Libell) diſ- 

perſed, and certaine poſitions preacht in this ( 0u1ty, which wes 

' Conceive, imply matter of 4 ngerous conſequence, to the peace 

both of Church and State, eAll which we humbly ſubmit ta 

yon great [udgements, praying they may be read, 

eAni ſhall ever pray, &c. 


Subſcribed co this Petition, 


Foxre Noblemsen. 


Kinght Baroxets Knights and Eſquire, foureſco' e and edde, 
D ivines, three ſcore and ten. 


Gentlemen, thre hundred and odds, 
Free. holders, and other Inhabitans, above fix thouſand, 
Alb of the ſame County, 
T © 
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TO THE HIGH 
A'N D | 


HONOVRABLE 
COURT. 


PARLIAMENT: 


The humble Petition of the Univerſitic of 
OXFORD. 


SHEWETH, 


9 Hat whereas the Y»iverfitze hath bin informed 
FA ot ſeveral Peritiens concerning the preſent go- 

Al vernment of thisChurch,and maintenance of 
the Clergy, whichhaveof hate been exhibited 


” 


J CRONI 


tothis Honourable Aſfembly;We could nor but thinke 
our ſelves bound induty to God;and thiswhole Nation, 
charity to our ſclves and Succeffors, who have, andarc 
like to have more then ordinary intereſt in any reſolu- 


tion that:ſhall bee. taken concerning Church: affaires, 
in all humility, to defire the continuance of- that 
wi B 3 forme 


Q_ Dis wes a_-_ 


(Ss) 
forme of Government, which is now cftabliſhed here, 
and hath been preſerved in ſome'of the Eaſterne and 
Weſterne Churches, in a continued Succeſhon of Bi- 


—— 


ſhops, downe from the very Apoſtles to this preſent 
times the like whereof cannot be afarmed of any 0- 
ther forme of Goyernement 1n any Church. Upon 
Wwaeich conſideration; and ſuch other motives as have 
beenealreadie repreſented to this Honourable Parlia- 
ment from other Perſons and places (with whom We 
concurre) inbehalfe of Epiſcopacy,'We earneſtly deſire, 
that you would prote& that Ancient and Apoſtolicall 
Order from ruine or diminution, 

And become farther Suiters for the continuance of 
thoſe pious Foundations of. Cathedral Charches, with 
their Lands and Revenues, - 

As dedicate to the Service and Honourof God,ſfoon 
afterthe Plantation'of Chriſtianity if the Engliſh Na- 
Howe * 4 «3. \ | 

As thought fir and uſctull to be. preſeryed for that 
end, wilenthe Nutſeries of Superſtition were demoli- 
ſhed, and ſo continuedin the laft and beſt times, ſince 
the bleſſed Reformation, under King Edward 6. Qu, 
Elizabeth, and King Iames, Princes renowned through 
the world for'theic piety and wiſdome; ON 

As approved and confirmed bythe Lawes of this 
Lind, ancient and moderne : - 
- As the ponoyell outward motive and encourage- 

Students , eſpecially in Divinity, and the 


(7) 
-' Asaffording a competent portiorr ir aty ingeruons 
'way to many. younger Brothers of good Parentage, 
who dey ote them(clves to the Miniſtery of the Go(- 
ell; PET IGSINE . 

: As the onely meanes of ſubliſtence to a multitude 
of Officers and other Miniſters, who with their Fami- 
ties depend upon them, and are wholly maintained 
by them: | 
' As the maine Authors or upholders of diverſe 
Schooles, Hoſpitals, High-wayes, Bridges, and other 
pabliqueand pious Workes : 
Asſpeciall cauſes of much profit and adyantage to 
thoſe Cities where they are ſcituate, not only by relic- 
ving their poore, and keeping convenient Hoſpitality, 
bur by occafioninga frequent reſort of Srtangers from 
other parts, tothe great benefit of alt Tradeſmen, and 
Inhabitants in thoſe places: | 

As the goodly Monuments of our Predecefſors Pic- 
ty, and preſent Honour of this Kingdome in the eye of 
Forreigne Nations : 
\- ASthechicte ſupport of many thouſand Familes of 
the Laity who enjoy taireectates- front thera in a free 
Way: | 
As yeelding a conſtant and ample revenue to the: 
Crowne: 

And'as by which many of the learned Profeſſors in. 
our Fnriverfirreare maintainned,, © 

The ſubverſtonor alienation whereof muſt (as we 
conceive) not onely be attended with ſuch confequen- 
ces as will redoundto the ſcandall of many well aftcted 
to our Religion, but open the mouthes of our Adver- 
aries, and of Poſtcrity againſt us, and is likely intime 
todraw attcrit harder conditions upon a conliderable: 


o 


(8) 
part of the Laity, an univerſall cheapneſſe and-con- 


tempt uponthe Clergie, alamentable drooping and de- 


tetion of induſtry and knowledge in the Yaiverſeties, 
whichis caſte to foreſee, but will be hard to remedy, 


| Mayit therefore pleaſe this Honourable Afſembly, upon 


theſe and ſuch other Conſider ations as your great Wiſ- 
domes ſhall ſuggeſt,to take ſuch pious care for the con- 
tinnance of theſe Religious Houſes , and their Re- 
wvenewes, according to the beſt intentiovs of their 
Foundcrs , 4s may be tothe moſt furtherance of Gods 
glory and foes , the Honenr of this Church and 
News, f on, 9, Rel on, and _ 
the enconragement of t 65 478 
k-) -—7 EC of many hundred hg ch inthe 
Univerſities 


Whodoc and ſhall ever pray, &Cc. 


D#:; Anno Dom. Miteſimo ſexcent quad primo 2 Doms 
Comvocations, in celebri Conventu Doctorum ac Mas 


giſtrorum, omnibus & ſingulis aſemtientibus, 
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Honoratiffimi virus Equitibur, (ivibut,” 


&> Burecnſibus Supreme Cnrie Parhamenta te 
S:zxnarORIBUSs Conſultiſimis, 


$9274 CUm Demiſcione. 


Senitores Honoratiſſimi, 


ON Yeremut ne voluentibus tant 
|| Pcgotia moleſti ſimus Academia 
Cantabrigienfis , cam n1hil ſit . 
aut ad Re)igionem certius, aut ad 
[plendorems nominis excelſius,quam 
 ſaſcipere Litterarum.. clientelan,. 
Fn quo ſtudio, cum ſingularys ani. 
miveſtri propenſio ſemper eluxerit, 
tim nulla inre mag poſit eminere, 
quam ſi Eccleſiz honeflamenta ea, qu.e ſub optimis, Regi- 
bus tam din optinuerunt, indelibata tucamini. _— 

Nen enim agitur unius Accademmr , non unius etatss 
cauſa; nam nec induſtria poterit non relangueſcere, nec bous 
indoles ali, atque augeri, nec vota parentum non in irritum 


L 
— 


cadere, niſi ſpe non vans ſuffulciantur.' Luam prematurum 


prtemus bonts artwbies occaſumn immune, 3/iftipratiun alerts: 
Miliri ſet quod Imperatori ? Sumntywiexptdiendis Schoiaſti-: 
corum ambagibus , evoluendis antiquorum.Pathum monu> 
ments, expurganaz teci Romane, velut Augiz ſtabulo, 


ws ſe toys impenderggor. 3 ace. ellos. naerviiens prenſant , quam 
1 A » | 
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(10) 
in Ecclchia Cathedrali, tandem. al:iquando quaſs. in portu 
conguieſcere , ita fit, wi quod ignavis aſylum incitize eſt, 
id candidioribus ingenits pro ſtimulo ſit ad optima perſcquen- 
da, nc equitas jnditiorum wveſtrorum. ferret, improbitaters 
nonnullorum in publicam calamitatem redundare. lmpetigo 
Romanaquam amplam tum ſibi nacta videbitur ſe diff un- 
dendi materiam, cum noi ſit niſi imbelles adverſarios habitu- 
ra? aeque enim certamini , vacare poſſunt, qui id unice a+ 
gunt , wt in roſttis concionibus ſudent ; etram-num per- 
centiſcere nobis videmir nndam atque inanem Accademiam, 
& antiquam paupertatem quaſi praludio perhorreſcimus : nec 
veſtra progenies won aliquanao ventura eſt in tantarum miſe- 
r71arum partes, Quin 1taque Senatores Ampliſiimi, per 
ſþes-parentum, per illecebras induftriz, per ſubfidia ft- 
mul 8& ornamenta pietatis, per vincula, nervos, & fir- 
mamenta Literarum, velitis fplendorem Ecclefiz, qui 
longifſimis ab uſque temporibus, ad noſtra tempora 


deductus cſt, authoritate veſtra comunire, Sed quia Line. 


gu4 Native dolores of defideria ſua felicins exprimit , ay 
nexan Literis Petitionem benevoly auribus excipietts, 
Honori veſtro Deditiſlimi 


Procancellarins, reliquuſque catus 
Accademiea CANTABRIGIENS L.5. 


fti Conventu 
noſtro Cantebr :- terito Ids 
Aprilts, - 6 & Ts 


Leia 12+ Mti, 1,64 te 


Date efreque 
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THEELESRESESLBSDEDELL 


* 
NNN AANA AAR ARREENS 


TO-THE 
HONOVRABLE 


THE 
K NIGHTS, CITIZENS 


and ByxG tssSEs of the 
Houſe of COM M ONS aſlembled 


in PaRLIAMENT. 


The humble Petition of the Ulniverſitic of 
CAMBRIDGE. 


2©£1 HAT Your Petitioners ha- 
f| ving heard of divers Sug- 

| geſtions offered to this Yo- 
wourable Court by way of 
Remonſtrance, tending to 
the Subverſion of Catherall 
i Charches , and alienation of 
SP! thoſe Lands, by which they 
are ſupported, being the 
|| ancient Inheritance of the 
SW Church , Founded and be- 

ſtowed by the Relgious 

bounty of many Famer: and Renowned Kings and Prin- 
C 2 ces 


ces of this Land, and other BenefaFors, both of the Clears. 
gy and Laity, and eſtabliſhed and confirmed unto them 
by the Zawes of this Kingaome, and ſo acco rdinglv 
have beene employed torhe advancement of Learning, 
che encouragement of Stuaerts,and preterment of Lear- 
l wed me, belides many other pious and charitable Uſes. 


May 3t pleaſe this Honourable Conrt , out of their 
great wildome, and tender care for the cheeriſhing of 
Learnizg,and furtherance of the Studies, and paines of | 
thoſe who have, and doe deyote themſelves to the 
ſervice of the Church, gratiouſly to Prote&, and (c- 
cure thoſe Religious Forndations from ruine, and Alic- 
nation z and withall to take order that they may be 
reduc'd to the due obſervation of their Sratures, and 
that all Fyzovations and Abuſes , which have by ſome 
mens miſcarriages crept in, may be reformed, that ſo- 
the Students of our Univerſiti, which by the preſent 
feares, both are, and will be much ſadded and dejeded 
may be the better invited to purſue their Studies with a- 
lac' itie, and the places themſelves diſpoſed to the moſt 
ferviceable and deſerving men, according to their firſt 


Inſtitution. 


—— ———— 


And your Petitioners 4s in duty bound 
ſhalt ever pray, &6« 
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TO FHE 


HONOVRABLE 
HOVSE OF 


COMMONS 


Now aſlembled in the high Court 


of PARLIAMENT. 


T he moſt humble Petition of the Nobility, Gentry Clergy, 
and Commons within the County of Nottiaghams 


Humbly ſhewine, 


Hat whereas we are informed,that a Petition, 
together with a Remonſtrance , hath in the 
Name ofthis County, beene heretofore pre- 
ſented to this Honourable Houſe, for the al- 
terationsin Church- Government. 


) 


Wedoe humbly crave leave to certifie your Honors, 
that the ſame was done without our knowledge,or con- 
fent, and that we doc hereby diſ-avow the ſame. And 
with the like humulity , doe _ That the long clita» 

& 3 
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( 14) 
bliſhed Government of the Church may ill conti- 
nue, and that the abuſes and crrours of ſome particular 
perſons may not cauſe the alteration ot the Ancient 
Government; burrather, that ſuch perſons ſhould ſuf- 
fer according to their Deinerits, And we likewiſe hum- 
bly crave, the Booke of Common Prayer, by Law eſtabli- 
ſhed, may contiaue in force, with fach alteration if 


there be cauſe) as to your Honours Wiſdomes {hall 
ſecme meet. 


And as in Duty bound, Wee 
ſhall dayly pray, &'c. 


Subſcribed by one Viſcount, five Kni 'ehts, above a hundred 
Gentlemen of quality, all the Clergy of the County, and 


above fixe thouſand Commoners, being all of thens Com- 
PAnICAnts, 


THE 
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THE 
REMONSTRANCE 


AND 


PETITION. 
O'F THE 
County of Huntington, the Knights, 


Gentlemen, Clergie, Free-holders, and 
Inhabitants, 


To the Right Honourable the Lords, and Commons 
aſſembled in Parliament, for the continuance of the = 
Church Governement, and Divine Service, or 
Booke of Common Prayer, 


Preſented to the Houſe of Peeres by the Lord Privy Seale 
the 8. of December, 1641, 


We humbly ſhew, 


7 Hat whereas many attempts have beene prz- 

. Riifed, and divers Petitions from ſeverall 

ia Counries, and other places within this King- 

k dome, framed and penned inacloſeand ſub- 

tle manner, to import” more than is at firſt diſcernable 

by any ordinary eye, or that was a er 
ne 


ith 6) 

ſigned the ſamezhave beoaecarried. about to moſt pla- 
ccs againſt the preſent forme and frame of ©hwch-go-. 
vernement, and Divine Service, or Common Prayers , and 
thehands of many perſons of ordinary quality ſollici- 
ted totheſame, with pretence to bee preſented to this 
Honourableaſſembly i in Parliament, and under colour 
of removing ſome Innovations lately crept into the 
Church, and Worſhip of God, and reforming ſome 
abuſcs in the Eccleſiaſticall Courts, which we concei- 
ving and fearing notfo much to aimeat the taking away 
of the ſaid Innovations, and reformation of abuſes 

as tending to an abſolute Innovarion bf Church: g0- 
venment, and ſubverſion of that Order and Forme of 
Divine Service which hath happily continued amongſt 
us ever {ince the Reformation of Religion: Out ofa 
tender and, zealous regard hereunto, we have thought 
itour duty, not onely to diſavow all ſuch Petitions, 
butalſo to manifeſt our publike affefions, and defires 
to continue the Forme of Divine Service, and Com- 
mon Prayers, and the preſent "Government of the 
Church, as the ſame have been continued ſince the firſt 
Reformation, and ſtand fo eſtabliſhed by the Lawes 
and Statutes of this Kingdome, 


For when we coulider that the Forme of Divine Ser- 


$ this 
eve and wa Reforma ltored tots ws purifÞ,ac- 
cording as j 10 was met ae in the Ftimi- 
tive times, i Pager RE , and injoy- 
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and hath everſincehad the generall approbation of the 
Godly, and a publike uſe and continuance within this 
Church, And that Biſhops were inſtituted, and have 
had their being and continuance ever fince the firſt 
planting of Chriſtian Religion amongſt us, and the reſt 
of the Chriſtian world, that they were the lights and 
glorious Lamps of Gods Church, that ſo many of 
them ſowed the ſeeds of Chriſtian Religion in their 
bloods, which they willingly powred our therefore, 
that by them Chriſtianity was reſcued and preſerved 
from utter extirpationin the fierceand moſt cruell Per- 
fecutionsof Pagan Emperours, that to. them we owe 
. the redemption of the purity.of the Goſpel, and the 
Reformation of the Religion we now profeſle, from 
Romiſh corruption, that many of them forthe propaga- 
tionofthat Truth becam glorious Martyrs, leaving un- 
to usan holy example, and an honourable remembance 
of their faith and Chriſtian fortitude,that divers ofthem 
lately, and yet living with us, have been ſo great Afſſer- 
. tors and Champions of our Religion againſt the com- 
mon Enemy of Rome, and that their Goyerment hath 
been ſo ancient, ſo long approved, and ſo often eftabli- 
ſhed by the Lawesand Statutes of this Kinsdom, and 
as yet nothing intheir Do&rine ( generally raught) dif 
ſonant fromthe Word of God,:or the Articles eſtabli- 
ſhed by Law, and that moſt of themare offingular lear- 
ning and picty. Inthis caſe tocall the forme of Divine 
- Service and common Prayers, Erronious, Popith, Su- 

perſtitious, Idolatrous, and; Blaſphemous, and-ro call 
. the Government-by: Biſhops, a verpetual] xaſlallage, 
- andintollerable bondage. : and;atthe firft ſtep; ahdbe- 

fore the partics concerned be heard, to pray the preſent 
ould of them, or the ures dillglgtion and. cxtirpa- 
w | | t10N 


(18) 
tion ofthem, their Courts, and their Officers, as Anti- 
chriſtian and Diabelicall, we cannot conceive to ſavour 
or reliſh of piety, juſtice, or charity, niorcan we joyne 
with them herein, but rather humbly pray a Reforma- 
tion of the abuſes, and puniſhment of theoffenders,but 
not thernine orabolition of the Innocent, 

Now on the contrary, when weconfider the tenour 
of ſuch writings, as inthe name of Petitions are ſpread 
amongſt the common people, the contents of many 
printed Pamphlets ſwarming at Zondon, and over all 
Countries, the Sermons preached publikely in Pulpits, 
and other private places,and the bitter inveRives divul- 
ved, and commonly ſpoken by many diſafteted per- 
{ons,allof themſhewing anextreme averſeneſſe and dif- 
like of the preſent Government of theChurch, and Di- 
vine Service, or Common Prayers, dangerouſly exci- 
ting a diſobedience to the eſtabliſhed forme of Govern- 
mentand Church Service, their ſeverall intimations of 
the defire of the power ofthe keyes, and that their con- 
gregations may be independent, and may execute Ec- 
cleſraſtical] cenſures within themſelves, whereby many 
Seas, and ſeverall & contrary opinions will ſoon grow 
and ariſe, whereby great diviſionsand horrible fations 
will ſoon enſue thereupon, to the breach of that union, 
which is the ſacred band and preſervation of the com- 
mon peace of Church and State: their peremptory de- 
fires and bold aſſuming to themſelves the liberty of 
conſcience to introduce into the Church whatſoever 
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in themſclvesbe neyer ſo indifferent, of never ſo lon 
continuance in uſe and practiſe, and never ſo much deft- 
red and affected of others, ſo that wherethree or four of 
them bein a Pariſh, though five hundred others deſire 
the uſeand continuance of things long uſed, all muſt be 
altered or taken away as ſcandals 8 grievances for theſe 
three or foure, though to the offence of many others, 
and whatſoever they will have introduced, muſt be im- 
poled uponall others,and mult by all be admitted with- 
out {candall or offence, whereby multitudes of godly 
and wel-aftected people are in ſome things deprived or 
abridged of what they defire and take comfort in, and 
have hada long and lawfulluſe and practiſe of, and 0- 
ther things impoſed upon them againſt their wills and 
liking, as if noaccompt were tobe made of them,or no 
liberty of conſcience were left unto them : which bold 
attempts of ſome few toarrogate tothemlſelvyes, and to 
exerciſe overall others, what high preſumption is it £ 
and how great atyranny may it prove over the mindes 
and conſciences of men ? The great increaſe of late of 
Schiſmaticks and SeRaries, and of perſons not only ſc- 
parating and {equeſtring themſclves from the publike 
Aſlcmbly atCommon Prayers and Divine Service,burt allo 
oppoſing, & tumultuouſly interupting others inthe per- 
formance thereof inthe publike Congregation, the fre- 
Pr and many Conventicles held amonglit chem,and 
their often meetings atall publike conventions of Afi- 
zes, Seſlions, Faires,Markets,and other publike Aſſem- 
blies,theirearneſt Iabouring to ſollicit & draw the peo- 
ple to them, and the generall correfpondence held a- 
monegſt them to advance their .cads herein. Of theſe 
things we cannot but take notice, and muſt needs ex- 
preſle our juſt teares, thattheir defires and endeavours 

5: -"W-Y are 


are to worke ſome great change and mutation in the 
preſent ſtate of the Church Government, and in the 

| Forme of the publique Worſhip of God, and Divine 
Service, and Common Prayers. 

Ot the common grievances of the Kingdom, weeas 
others, have been and are ſenſible, and doe profeſtethat 
we have juſt cauſe with joy and comfort to remember, 
and with thanketulneffe to acknowledge, the pious care: 
which is already take for the ſuppreſſing of the grouth 
of Popery, the better ſupply of able 5, painefu}l Mi- 
niſters, and the removing of all Innovation, and wee 
doubt not but in yourgreat Wiſdomes you will regu- 
late the rigour and exorbitancy of the Ecclefiaſticall 
Courtsto ſuit with the temper of our Common Lawes, 
andthe nature and condition of Freemen : And we hope 
and humbly pray, that the preſent Forme of Church 
Government, and of Church Service, and Common 
Prayers, now eſtabliſhed by the Statutesof this King- 
dome ſhall be ſerled, and that all ſuch as ſhall oppoſe 
themſclves againſt the fame, or ſhall do, or ſpeake any 
thing in derogation or depraving ofthe ſaid Divine Ser- 
vice, or Booke of Common Prayermay without any 
further tolleration or connivence undergoe the paines, 
puniſhmenr,and forfeitures due therefore, and thatſuch 
care ſhalbe taken for placing of Orthodox & peaccable 
men, Lecturers inall places, whoſe Doctrine way tend 
rather to ſound inſtructionandedification, then lead to 
Schiſme and Faction, All which we humbly ſubmit to 
your great judgements, and ſhall pray to God to aflift 
and direct you fromabove with his heavenly wiſdom, 
a —__ bringall yourconſultarionsto happy CON- 
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TO THE HIGH 
AND 


HONOVRABLE 
COURT 
OF 


PARLIAMENT: 
NOW SITTING. 


The humble Pttition and Remonſtrance, of the Knights, 
Gentry, Clergy, Freeholders, and Inhabitants of the 
County of Somerſet; | 


Delivered to the Honſe of Peeres, by the Lord Mar- 
queſle Harsford, the 10, of December, 1641. 


We Humbly ſhew 4 
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Church-government <ſtabliſhed in this Kingdome 
We therefore,tendring the Peace and Welfare of Both, 
Docinall humbleneſſe preſume to make knowne our 
Opinions and Deſires concerning the ſame: Nothin 
doubting, of the like good acceptance of our humble 
Petition and Remenſtrance inthis behalfe, being tendred 
with no leſſe good Aﬀetion to the Peace and Hap- 
pineſle of the Churth, the proſperity of his Sacred Ma- 
jeſty, and this whole Kingdome. 

For the preſent government of the Church, weeare 
moſt thankefull to God, believing it in our hearts, tobe 
the moſt piousand the wiſcſt, thatany People or King- 
dome uponearth, hath beene bleſt withall, fince the A-. 
poliles dayes : though we may not denie, but through 
the frailty of Men, and corruption of Times, ſome 
things of ill conſequence, and other needleſſe, are ſtol- 
Icn, or thurſt into ir; which we heartily wiſh may be 
reformed, and the Church reſtored to its former Purity, 
And tothe end it may bethe better preſerved from pre- 
ſentand future Innovation, We with, the wittingly and 
maliciouſly guilty, of what condition ſocver they bee 
(whether Biſhops or inferior Clergie) may receive con- 
digne puniſhment. But, for the miſcarriage of Gover- 
nours, to deſtroy the Government, wetruſt it ſhall ne- 
verenter into the hearts ofthis wiſe & Honourable Al- 
ſcmbly. | 

We will not preſume to diſpute the Right of Epi(co- 
pacy, whether ic be Divixze or not; Itſuffticethus to know 
chat the Church-government by Biſhops is ancient, even 
neer to the Apoltles daies: And thatit hath pleaſed God 
from time to time, to make them moſt glorious inſtru- 
ments for the propagation; and preſervation of Chriſti- 
8nReligion ; which with their blood, they have fre- 
flo. | quently 


(23) 
quently ſealed to Poſterity. And how much this King- 
ome xn particular is indebted to them, for their Picty, 
their Wiſdomes, and Sufferings, we truſt ſhall never be 
forgotten, Our hearts defire therefore is ; That the 
. Precious may be ſeparated from the Yile, that the badde 
may be rejected, and the good retained, Furthermore, 
havingcredibly heard, that our Common Prayer hath bin 
interrupted and deſpiſedof fomemiſ-underſtanding or 
mil-led people,to the great ſcandal ofthe Religion pro- 
teſſed in our Church , We humbly beſeech you to take 
into yourcare the Redrefle thereof, as of an Impiecty 
not to be endured; Asalſoto take order for the ſevere 
puniſhment of thoſe men (if they may be diſcovered) 
who frequently publiſh Pamphlets, undera veyle of 
Religion, yet, conducingtoconfufion and Rebellion. 
All which we humbly offer to your Wiſdoms,as the 
thoughts and defires of this County. And as we are per- 
{waded of multitudes of 'the ſound Members of the 
Church of England, and his Sacred Majcſties moſt loyall 
Subjects; | 


Beſeeching God to direft and proſper your Counſels 5 
and yee to pardon our Errors, We reft 


At your Commands 


Inhabitants of the ( ounty of Somerſet (none of 


Knights, E/quires, Divines, Gentlemen, Free-holders ;D 
them Papih's but all Proteftants of the Church $rax 
) 


England) «nd his MHajeſtics loyal Swbjctts. 
Whereof, 5 K nights 3 E It quires, and G entlemtn 200 
Divines 221 


Io:Bxow nx = Cler, Parliament, 
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TO THE HIGH | 
AND 


HONOVRABLE 
COURT. 


PARLIAMENT: 


The humble Petition of the Knights, Eſquires, 
| Gentlemen, and Honſholders in the County of Ryr - 
LAND; 7# bthatfe of onr ſelves, and our Families, 


Azd of the Parſons, Vicars, and Curats, 
for the Clergy, in behalfe of themſeatves, 
and their Families. 


Humbly ſhewing, 


=D Hat Wheras there have beene divers Peti- 
f tionsexhibited to this Honourable Courr, 
by perſons diſ-affeted to the preſent Go- 
Frag vernment, for the utter extirpation of the 
Apoſtolicall Government of the Church by Biſhops; 
They by ſcdulity, and zeale ſupplyingrhe want of faire 
pretences for the abolition of thar, which we hope, no 
Juſt reaſoncan condemne ; And onthe other fide, ma- 
ny Pa 0 
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ny pious perſons,true ſonnes of the Church of Faglard, 
have fepreſented theirjuſt defires'of the continuanceef 
it, upon greatand weighty cauſes, both in Divinity and * 
true Policiez we alſo, leaſt we might ſeeme unconcer- 
ned, and for feare leaſt our filence ſhould be exaed as 
acrime at our hands it we be deficient, to what wee are 
perſwaded is thecauſe of God , In purſuance of their 
pious intendments, and inallowance of their Reaſons, 
doe allo preſſeto yourgreat Tribunall, of begge of you 
that which is the honour of Kings, to bee Nutricy of 
the Church, and her moſt Ancictt and Succeſſive Go- 
vernment, 


We therefere humbly beg of you, to leave us in that ſtate 
the Apaſiles left the Church in ,.T hat thethret Ages 
of Martyrs were governed by., That the thirtten Ages 

fince them have alwaies gloriedin\(by their Fucceſcon 
of Biſhops from the Apoſtles, provving themſelves 
members of the Catholike and Apoſtolike Church that 
our Lewes bavecſtabliſhed,ſo many Kings and Parlia- 
ments have protected, into which wewere baptized; as 
certainely 4poſtolicall,as the obſervation ofthe Lords 
Day, as the diſtinttion of Books Apocryphall from Ca- 
 #onicalt, a« that ſuch. Bookes were written by ſuch. E- 
wangeliſts. and Apoſtles ; as. the conſecration: of 
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Wee alſo doe with all Humility beg 


leave to repreſent thefe our Conliderations 

ubjoyned, which we hope you reill favour-bly expound to 
j SEAT meant zeale, and at leaſt, a confidence of duty,and 
charity to thoſe our Fathers, from whom we have re. eived, 


and daily hope to receive, many iſſnes of ſpiritual Beniſon, 
Government, orelic Biſhops and 


VV 
Presbyters under thein are that 


Government , the former we feare to fay, left wee 
might ſecme to accuſe the Wiſdome of the Father 
of improvidence , in the not proving for his 
Family ; the Feeder and the Ruker in Scripture be- 
ing all one in Office, in exprefhon, in perſon : So 
that, if he lcfr no Rulers, he left no Feeders , The lat- 
ter weare moreconfident of, forthat Chriſt did cleare- 
ly inftitute a diſpariry inthe Clergy, (which is the maine 

tone of offence ; appeares in the Apoſtles, and Se- 
ycnty two Diſciples, to whom, according to the voice 
of Chr iſtendome, and traditive Interpretation of the 


Ee Conſider that Chriſt, either 
left his Church withouta laſting 


Church. B:fhops and Presbyrers reſp« Rively doe ſuc. 
acually 


ceede ; and alſo many did fucccede the Apo. 
lesintheir Chaires, being ordained Biſhops by the A. 
p' fiks themſelves that did ſurvive, and alfs beyond 
allcxceprion that Chriſt did inſtitute a Government; 


appcares 
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appeares in thoſe Eyangelicall words (who then is that 
Faithfull and wiſe Steward whom his Lord ſhall make Ruler Luke 13: 44; 
over his houſhold, &c.) which Rulers are Biſhops, and 
Prieſts ander them, or elſe the Church hath beene A- 
aro from her Lord, ſhece having clearely for fifteen 
undred yeares had no other Rulers then ſuch. 
2. Weconſfider that, whether ic can bea Church or 
no without Biſhops, isat leaſta queſtion of great con- 
fideration, and the Negative is maintained by Apoſto- 
licall, and Primitive menand Martyrs,and by the great- 
teſt part of Chriſtendome ; and thoſe few (in reſpeR 
of the whole, that diſſent, being molt certainly, not 
infallible, to bee ſure with Epiſcopacy, it may bee a 
Church eatenxs, therefore it is the ſurcit courſe to retain 
it, for teare we ſeparate from the Charch,the pillar and 
ground of Truth. 
3 No 0Ordination never was without a Biſhop, and 
if any Presbyter did impoſe hands, unleſſe in conjun- 
C10n witha Biſhop, he was accounted an Ulſurper, and 
Anathematized by publike and unqueſtioned Authori- 
tiez and ſo without Biſhops, no Presbyter, then no 
abſolution, no conſecration of rheSacraments of the 
Lords Supper, and for theſe wants no man can make a 
recompence or ſatisfaction. #49 bc 
4 No Presbyterdid ever impoſe hands on a Biſhop yi [-. Jores 
which if ſo famous arcſolve, or publike voice of Chri- j.z,, ll 555 
ſtendome may have an cſtimarc, ſhewes their diſparity, yewes aſter 
and thata Biſhop hatha Character which cannotbe im ©" > «nd 
printed without ar leaſt, an equall hand, inthe cate of 
5 Without Biſhops no Confirmation of children, Pope Peiig 
and yet confirmation { called'in Scripture Impoſition ;r;;guiaily & 
of hands) Saint Paulin his famons Carechiſme accounts verer ince « 
a Fundamentall point, and the-Church hath alwaies JF cud.e” 
2 UIEd tion, 
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ofed it,,and it was appropiate to Biſhops, by the lan- 
dabke cuſtome'of Chriſtendome, and by the example 
of the Apoftles ,- in the 'caſe of the Samaritene Chri- 
ſtians , 'whom Philkp the Evangeliſt had converted, 
and is charged upon the Parents of Children , that 
they bring' their children to Biſhops to be confirmed, 
and it was never otherwiſe, but juſt as in the caſe of 
Ordination, (videlicer) by {tngularity and uſurpation, 
till of late that the Icfures to enlargertheir Philadte- 
ries, have ſtriven to make Biſhops nor neceflary, by 
communicating Confirmation to the Prieſts of their 
Order, 

6. To take away Biſhops is againſt the Wiſdome 
of the State of England, ever f{ince the Reformation, 
and having beene attempted by clancular practiſes, 
was checked by the Princes relpeQively, and their 
.Councell, and confidently, by the wiſdome of pre- 
ceding Parliaments , and this. although the Biſhops 
'then were leſfe learned, and as much 1infamed, 


7 Wee are ſure that Epiſcopall Government hath 
conſiſted with Monarchy, ever fince the Enzliſh Mo- 
narchy was Chriſtian, and we are to try whether any 
innoyated Government can or will. 


$ - Wee. conſtder that if-it could conſiſt with.Mo- 
narchy, when. it was byafled by the Popes prevalent 
mcroachment, mich morefincethe reformation, when 
the King hath the raines1n his owne hand ,, andi'can 
givethem Lawes, andalcertaines them by their imme- . 
diate dependance both fortheir Baronies, and Ele&ion, 
and per{onal: Inriſdiftion-on the Crowne, and by the 
Statute af: Submiſſion, 1 bg le To op, 1 


9 We 
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' 9 We conſider that Saint Hierewe (pretended as 

the maine Authenticke enemy againſt Epiſcopacie) 

yet ſayes, That Biſhops were conſtituted as an Anti- Jrmgpe pa 
dote anddelctory to diſ-improvethe iſſues of Schiſme, 1. © 
and that by the Apoſtles, who beſt knew the reme- 

dies. And now that Schiſmes multiply, there is 

more neede of Biſhops, ſo that they cannot bee ta- 

ken away , upon pretence their regiment is not necel- 

fary , for the taking them away makes them more 
neceſlaric by the multiplication of Schilmes, 


10 A!l Learning will be diſcountenanced, if not 
extinguiſhed, upon the demolition of Epiſcopacie , 
the Biſhops being partles for the advancement of 
Learning ; and on the other fide, it the Governe- 
ment ſhould be in the hands of Presbitery , or Lay- 
Elders, wee know no reaſon ſufficient to ſtifle our 
feares, leaſt preferment bee given to people unlear- 
ned and unfit to have the mannaging of Soules , e- 
fpecially, ſince a learned Clergy will bee ſ{uſpeRed: by 
their Lay-Elders, as too knowing to bee ruled by 
their Diates , which will not have ſo much artifice 
and fineneſſe as to command by ſtrength of reaſon: 
which our feares are alſo increaſed, by conſidering 
that by the multiplycarion-' of Lay-Elders, or other 
Governours, their perlonall intereſt being increafed 
partiality muſt bee more frequent , and all this is 
beſides their incompetencie of judging the abilities of 


Schollers. 


11 The removeait of Biſhops would hee a 
ſcandall, not onely to many weake Chriſtians , 
who feare all Innovation , as guilty of ſome il} 10- 

En oe COTM go wt E 3 tendments 
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tendments upon their conſciences, but alſo to the 
ſtrongeſt, which ſhewes it to be the fault of thegiver, 
not the weakenefle of the receiver z and it wee muſt. 
not ſcandalize our weake brethren , much I:fle our 

{rong , fince this will intrench upon usina high mea- 

ſure, they not being apt to be ſcandalized uponumbra- 
ges,and impertinencies, 

12 Where Biſhops are not,thereis not an Honoura- 
ble, but Famylike Clergy,againſt the Apoſtolicall rule 
of double honour, 

13 By pong downe Epiſcopacy, wee deprive our 
{clves of thoſe ſolemne benedidtions, which the Faith 
of Chriſtendome, and the profeſſion of the Charch of 
England, enioyning the Biſhop rather to pronounce the 
bleſſing at theend of the Communion,appropriates to 
Epiſcopall preheminence above Pricſtly Authority. 

14 Two parts of three of the Reformed Churches 
are governed by Biſhops, or Superintendents (which is 
properly the Latine word of Biſhops) and the other 
part that wants them, have often wiſhed them, as their 

* owne Doctors doeprofeſle, | 

15 It is againſt the liberties of the Clergic, indul- 
ged to them by the Magna Charta, granted and confir- 
med by ſo many Kings, and about Thirty Parliaments 
in expreſſe AR, andthe violation of any part of it by 
intrenchment uponthe right of the Lay SubjeR, iuſtly 
accounted a great grievance, the Charter it {clfc being 
as Fundamentall a Law (as weconceive) as any other, 
and any of us may tearc leſt his Liberties may be next 
in queſtion. 

16 The foure great Generall Cowncels, in eſtimari- 
onnextthe foure Evangel:ſts, and by the Statutes of the 
Kingdome, made the rulks of judging Herefics, wer 

| c 
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held by Biſhops; the greateſt fires and peſts of Chriſter 
dome, the ol11 Herefics, were by their induſtry extinR, _ 
Church Diſcipline, and pious conſtitutions by them: e- 4—— 
ftabliſhed, many Nations by them converted, many Mi- {temers. 
racles done for the confirmation of Chriſtian Faith,one Lim. 
of the Goſpels written by a Biſhop ( Saint Marke of 7y,njus. 
Alexandria) it we belceve as Authentike Records as any 0nefus, 
areextant z Three Epiſtles of Saint Paul written to Bi- £995 , 
ſhops , Seven Epiſtles by the Holy Ghoſt himſelfe, rc- Pak Hite 
cordedin the Ryvelation,and ſent to ſeven Afian Biſhops, ,_!9/{climit. 
as al Ancicnt Fathersaccord; the names of twelvemen, 5s 
belide Apoltles,mentioned in Holy Scripture, whichall 
Antiquity reportsto have bin Biſhops z, Moſt of the Fa- 
thers, whoſe Workes all Poſterity embraces with much 
zealeand admiration, were Biſhops, theſe alſo in our 
apprehenfions advance that holy FunGtion, to a high 
and unalterable eftimate. 

17 Very many of the faireſt Churches and Colled- 
ges, and places of Religion, were built by Biſhops z 
whichare faire CaraQters to ſhew their promptneſle to 
doe publike as of Piecty , and that perſons ſo qual- 
lified as they were, thatis, Governours and Clergy, 
and fairely endowed, is an excellent compoſttion to 
adyance publike defignes for the honour of God inthe 
promotion of publike Pictie. 

18 Since it hath pleaſed this Honourable Court, 
of late tocommend a Proteſtationto us, which we by 
folemn Vow en our ſclvesto atteſt with our lives 
and fortunes, the cftablifſhed DoArine ofthe Church of 
England , we conſider that fince the 36, Article hath 
ap roved and eſtabliſhed the Booke of Confecration of 
Bi ps z the abolition of Epiſcopacy would nullifie 


that Article, and ſhould got we makghumble Remon- 


—_  . 


Tim, 5, 


' Presbytery challenges cognilance' of more cauſes and 


_ 
Arance tothe Tontrary,we ſhould ſuddenly recede from: 
our great :and ſolemne Proteſtation tor maintenance 
of our Church Docrine, 


But may tt pleaſe tha Honoura- 
ble Aſſemble, we conſider on the other ſide, | 


% 


19 The introducing of Lay Elders , muſt needes 
bring an inſupportable burthen to all Pariſhes, by 
maintaining them atthe Pariſh charge \ for they muſt 
be maintained, or <lfe a tranſgreſſion is made againſt an = 
Apoſtolicall Rule.) For the principall, and indeed the 
onely colourable pretended place for Lay Elders, 
inioynes their maintenance : So that, either the peo- 
pie muſt be oppreſſed with ſo great burthens, or. clſe 
Saint Pauls Rule not obeyed, or elſe there is no autho- 
rity for Lay Elders, as indeed there is not, 


'. 20 Andallo there can be no lefle feare of {ure 
pation upon the Temporall power by the Presbyte- 
ry. , then'is pretended from Epiſcopacy, fince that 


perſons , then the Epiſcopacy does , (ſo making a 
dangerous entrenchment upon the Supremacy ) and 
derives its. pretenie from - Divine: Inſtitution ,, with 
more confidence;, and. mote immediate deriyation 
then *Epiſcopacy, though indeed,molk vainely as. we 
CONCEIVE. > Mat] Eh: loagfts Las t£35oian 
21 -We cnave-lcave. alſo to:/adde.:this ;>that, theſe 


rwo 


E; 
*. 
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two (wiz,) Epiſcopacy and Presbytery being the 
onely two in conteſtation , if any new defigne 
ſhould juſtle Epiſcopacie, wee are confident that 
as it hithert@ wants a name, fo it will want a face, 
or forme of reaſon (ia caſe of Conſcience Y when it 
tall appearc. 


Signed by Knights, Tuſlioes, Gentry, - 
and Freeholders, about 800, 


By Miniſters, about the number of To 
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The { heſbire Petition-for eſtabliſhing, 


of the Common-Prayer-Booke,and. 
ſuppreſſion of Schiſmariques, preſented. 


to the Kings Majeſtie, and from him recom- 
mended to the Houſe of Peeres, by the 
Lord K 2 1p BR, 


To the Kings moſt Excellent Maje- 
 ftie, and to the Right Honourable the 


Lords, and the Honourable the Houſe of 
Commons Afﬀembled in Parliamert, 


The humble Petition of divers of the Nobility, Tuſtices: 
Gentry, Miniſters , Freeholders, and other Inhabi« 


zants of the Comnty Palatine of Cheſter, whoſe names 
are nominated in the Schedale annexed, 


Four Petitioners with all cheerefulneſſe and 
 contentation, affying inthe happy ſettlement of 
the diſtratFiens both of Church pus > Sony's His Ma- 
jeſties pioxs care, and the prudent and religious ende- 
wours of this Honourable Aſſembly, and with due hu- 
mility and obedience , ſubmitting to the unaninous 


concluſcons thereof, yes conceive themſelves bound in 
Duty, as 


Umbly to pReAat ro pour mature confiderati-- 
ons, that the preſent diſorders of many turbulent 


a1©— js 
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and ill difpoſed ſpirits, are ſuch, as give not onely oc- 
cation of preſent diſcontent to your Petitioners, but 
{ceme to 1mport ſome ill event without early pre- 
vention, 

The pure ſeede of our Faith ( the DoQrine of the 
true Reformed Proteſtant Religion) eſtabliſhed by fo 
many, AQs of Parliament, and ſo harmonioufly concur- 
ring with the confeſſions of all other Reformed C hur- 
ches, being tainted with the Tares of divers Sets and 
Schiſmes lately ſpring upamoneſt us, 

Our pious, laudable, and ancient forme of Divine 
Service, compoled by the holy Martyrs, and worthy 
Inſtruments of Reformation eſtabliſhed by the prudenc 
Sages of State (your religious Predeceflors) honoured 
by theapprobation of many learned forraign Divines, 
{ubſcribed by the Miniſtery of the whole kingdome, 
and with ſuch generall content received by all the Lai- 
ty, that ſcarſeany Family or perſon that can reade, but 
are furniſhed with the Bookes of Common Prayer : 
Intheconſcionable uſe whereof many Chriſtian hearts 
have found unſpeakable joy and comfort, wherein the 
famous Church of. Ezz/and,our deare Mother,hath juſt 
cauſe toglory s And may {hee long flouriſh in the pra- 
Riſe of ſobleſſed a Lyturey, yet it is now, not onel 
depraved by many of thoſe who ſhould teach confor- 
miry toeſtabliſhed Lawes, but in contempt thereof in 
many places wholly negleed. All thele dayly pra- 
Riſed, with confidence, without puniſhment : To the 
oreat dejetion of many {ound Proteſtants, and occa- - 
tioning ſo great inſulration and rejoycing in tome Sepa- 
ratiſts, as they not onely ſeeme to portend, bur me- 
nace ſome greatalteration z And not containing them- 
{-lves within the bounds of civill governement, doe 

T2 COMMmIT 
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commit many tutnultuous, (if not Sacriſegious) vio- 
lences both by day and night upondivers Churches. 
Therefore your Petitioners being all yery appre- 
henfive of the dangerous conſequences of Innovati- 
on, and much ſcandalized at the preſent diſorders. 


Doe all unanimouſly pray, 


fT hat there bee admitted no Innovation of Dofrine or 


Lyturgie, that holy publike Serwicebeine ſo faſt roo- 
ted by a long ſerled contiuaance in this Church, 
that in our Opinion and Indgements it cannot be 
attered (unleſſe by the advice and conſemt of ſome 
Nationall Synode ) without an wniverſall diſcon- 
tent. Aud that ſome ſpeedy courſe be taken to ſup- 
preſſe ſuce Schiſmatiques and 3g » whoſs 


factions ſpirits ave evidently endanger the peace bot 
of: Church and State, 


Ana your Petitioners ſhall ever pray.eFc.. 


The Petition Signed by Lords, Knights 2 _ 
Tuſtices of the Peace, and Eſquires, | 


By Gentlemen: of qualitic, 449. 


By Divines, 36. 


By Frecholdersand others,in all = $936. 
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And to the 


HIGH COVREI 


OF 
PARLIAMENT. 


7 he hamble Petition of Colledges and Halls, and o- 
thers, well-willers to Picty and Learning throughout. 
the Kingdome of England. 


SHuEWErTH, 


Hat whereas many Perſons diſ-affc&ed to the pre- 
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Tand (eſtabliſhed not onely by the Eccleſiaſtical], but 
alſoby the Common Law of this Realme, and diverſe 
Acts of Parliament ) bave of late in great multitudes 
Petitioned this Honourable Court againſt the Orders, 
Honour, Iuriſdition, and meanes of the Cleargie 
And have publiſhed ſuch their deftres in Print, and Pul- 
pit,and dayly ſeeke to advance and propagate the ſame : 
To the great diſheartning of all Learning, ' if fuch de- 
ſipnes find favour) the grievous {candall of the Refor- 
med R<eligion as unſtable, and the unſpeakeable advat- 
rage of our Enemies of Rome, 


E therefore(well weighing, that the Semina- 
ries muſt decay when the Garden ſhall be wa- 
ſted ) inall humilitie moſt heartely pray Your Maje- 
ſtic, and this Honourable Court, that all the Orders of 
Holy Church, of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, which 
from the Apoſtles times till theſe, have withſtood ſo 
many Practices, may have yet hopes to flouriſh under 
Your gracious ProteRion, And that by youraſſiſtance, 
under our moſt Religious Soveraigne, the Ancient Ca- 
tholique Faith, and Diſciple, as alſo the devout and 
decent Service of God, in our Church Liturgy, may 
be defended from all Innovations, and Novelties: The 
Meanes and Liberties of the Churches , as well Ca- 
thedrall, and Collegeat, as Parochiall, to them hither- 
to of right belonging, according to the pious Wills of 
their blcfled Founders, may bee continued and- preſer- 
ved : Many thouſand Families which onthem depend, 
ſecured from ruine : And that our Nation, whoſe Lawes 
already favour as much asany in the world, the righr 
- of the Firſt borne, may retaine Ecclcftaſticall Promo- 
tions, as the Patrimony. of Younger Children, the 
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prize of Labourand Study, an incitement of Learning, 
and a reward of thoſethat can intitle themſclves-there- 
to by honeſtdeſert, 


And yow Petitioners ſhall ever pray, & > 


This Petition is ſubſcribed, generally by all the Do- 
&ors, Maſters, ad Batchelors of af Degrees and 
Faculties in the Y niverſitte of Oxtord ; And by 
very many other Perſons of 2uallity + Baronets , 
Knights, Eſquires, Miniſters, 4»4 Gentlemen, 
within the Counties of Oxtord, Berks, Wilts, 
South-hampton, Dorſet, Kent, Surrey, Welt- 
merland, Cumberland, andother Shires = 


*Devon/bire Petition. 


TO THE RIGHT 


HONOVRABLE 


THE LORDS 


SPIRFTTV ALL 


AND 


TEMPORALL 
Now aflembled in the Houſe of 


PARLIAMEN Teo 


-_ 


- - 


T he humble Information and Petition, of the Knights, 
Eſquires , Gentlemen , and others of ability , within 
 #he Dioceſſe of Exeter, 


5&2 Fe whoſe Names are underwritten, have for 

p BYE; theſe many yearcs,tound the benefit and com- 
RAS fort of Epiſcopall Government , under which 
"= we have livcd hitherto peaceably, and hap- 
pily,with great freedome ang frequency of the Preach- 
ing 


(a) 
ing of the Goſpell, and incouragement of theconſci2 
onable and painefull Preachers thereof, As weblefſe 
God for his fayour cto'us in this behalfe, So wee doe 
humbly and carneſtly profefle our deſire that the ſame 
Government may bee Rill continued both to us, and 
our poſterity , ſubmitting all perſonall offences, and 
cedrefſſe of abuſes to your Honourable Wildomes. 


Fn Witneſſe whereof wt have hereunto 


Signed by Knights, Eſquires, Gentle- 
men, and other Inhabicants, necre 


F: upon Fight Thouſand, 


| 
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as uence 
F To THE” 
RIGHT HONOVRABLE 
The L ORDS, and COMMON s 
Afembled inthe H: gh Court of: 


PaARLIAMEN T- 


. The humble Petirionof the Rimghts, Gentle- 
men, Miniſters, Freeholders , and other inhabitants, 


within the Connty of ST At x0 8D, heereunto (ub- 
ſcribed, 


Who Moſt humbly pray, 


T9 Hat the preſent publique forme of Gods 
1 Worthip, and Adminittration ofthe Bleſſed 


_ - : S& 
ZF\ 
If 


#4 Sacrament, with-other Rites agreeable to 
{282% Gods holy Word, and pureſt Antiquitie, 
whic 


hath been formerly , ſundry times eſtabliſhed. 
by godly Ads of Parliament, may now againe intheſe- 


broken and troubled times, be ro Gods glory, and the- 
Chtirches Peace; re=eftablifhed; and confirmed. 

That Epiſcopacy being the ancienteſt, and Primitive 
Government of the Church, renowned for ſucceſſes. . 
victorious againſt Schiſmes, and. Hereſics, and eſpeci-- 


ally. of late yeares, agaunſt that Hydrs, of Herefies, the 
Roman Papacy, glorious for Ancient and late Maityr-" 
domes, happy befotethe corruption of Popery, and 
fince the Retormation in the Plantation, and Preler- 
vation of Truth, and Peace ; cminently ferviceable to 
thi Commpgr-wealth, moſt compliable wich the Ci- 
vil Fovertmenciihec thq Fabrigk, and body of which 
4tts riveted;and ing&rporate)jand moſt apt and eaficat all 
times by the-Se to be reduced into Order, may for 
the future, as formerly, by your Great Authority bee 


continued, and iffaintaihedtor the glory of God, pre- 


ſervation of Order, Peace, and Unity, the Reforma- 
onand ſupprdſionipt wickednefIt and vice,and the ma- 
ture preventidh of Schiſmes, FaQions, and Scditions. 
The which we, your humble Petitioners, the more 
earneſtly beſcech your Honors to grant, For that ſtrong 
feares doe poſlefie our hearts, that the ſudden mutati- 
on of a; government ſo. long ſctled,' ſo well knowne, 
and approved, cannot recompence with atty proportio- 
nableurility , the-diſturbances; and diſorders which it 
may workeby novelty, being moſt confident, in your 
Honours Wiſdome and Iultice, That all exceſſive 
exorbitances, and incroachments, which ſhall be found 
iſſuing, notfrom any poyſon in the nature of the Dif- 
cipline, but rather from the infirmity, orcorruption of 
the perſon (unto which: the yery. beſt Government is 
ſuabje, ſhall beduely regulated, and corrected, 


' And yogr Petitioners ſlddppre for 
your Honours happieſt proceedings, 


Subſcribed by 3ooo of thebelt, F + | 
quality of the Country, 


4 "Pp 


Ga. T9 


} 
\4 > + 


Moſt Excellent 


MAJESTIE 


And to the...) -) ij 
RIGHT HO NOVRABLE 


 theLoxps, and the Honou- 


rable the, Houſe of CommoNs 
__ Aﬀembled in 


PARLIAMENT. 


The moſt humble Pttition, of divers Baronets, Knights. 
Tuſtices, Gentrie, Miniſters, and Freeholders, Inhas 
bitants of the County of K s n t, within the Dioceſe 
ff C ANTERBYRL Es, 


| x humbly fhewine, 


Hatnotwithſtanding this Kingdome, hath by the- 
| kngular providence of Almighty God, for ma- 


ny 


ny yeales laſt paſt, happily flouriſhed above all other 
Nations: in the Chriſtian Wild under the Religion 
atd Government by Law eſtabliſhed : Yet hath it 
beene of late moſt miſerably diſtracted through the 
finiſter practiſes of fome private perſons ill aftc&ted 
to them both. 


_ 'By whoſe meanes the preſent. Government is dif. 
raced and traduced, The Houſes of God are propha- 
ned, and in part defaced, The Miniſtcrs of Chriſt 
are contemned and (deſpifed,, The Ornaments, and 
many Utenſils of the Church are abuſed , The Li- 
turgie and booke of Common Praycr depraved, and 
neglected, That abſolute modell of Praier , The 
Lords Frayer, vilited, The Sacraments of the Goſ- 
pell in fome places unduly Adminiſtred, in other 
places omitted , Solemne dayes of faſting obſerved, 
and appoined by private perſons, Marriages illegal- 
ly Solemnized, Burials uncharitably performed, And 
the very Fundamentall of our Religion ſubverted, by 
the publication of a newe Creed, and teaching the: 
Abrogation of the Morrall Law. For which pur- 
poſe, many offenſive Sermons are dayly Preached, 
and many you ae Pamphlets Printed , and in con- 
tempt of Authority , Many doe what ſeemeth good 
m their owne eycs, onely as if there were no King, 
nor Government, 1n this our 1/rael, 

W hereby Almighty God is highly provoked, his: 
Sacred Majeſty diflronoured*,. The peace of the King- 
dome endangered ,, The Conſciences of the people: 
diſquicted , The Miniſters of Gods Word ditheart- 
ned, andthe Enemies ofthe Churchemboldned in their = 
enterpriſes. ESE 

Fop 
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/ Foy redreſſe ata £ May if pleaſe this Great 


rea ad Ho- 
nourable Councell, ſpeedily to:commanaia due: fervas 


tion of the Religion and.G overnment, by Law eftabli- 
ſhed z in ſuch manner, as it-ma ſeewe beſt ts the 
Piety and Wiſdome of his Royall Majeftie, and this 
Honourable Court, INT | 


Tour Petitiopers as they ſhall Confidently, expet? 4 
bleſiing from Heaven upon this Church and Kingdom, 
So ſhall they have this further cauſe to implore the 


Divine Aſciſtance pon thi moſt H onorable Aſſenibly.. 


wa Subſcribed by 


Knight Barronets, and Knights -< 
Eſquiresand Gentlemen of note, aboye © - 300., © 
Davines | | "LOS; 
Freeholders, and Subſidiemen $00; ©. 


All withinthe Dioceſle of Canterbury. 
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TO THE 
HONOVRABLE 


THE 
ENIGUHTS, CITIZENS 


and By RGESSES of the 
"Houle of COMMONS allembled 


I in PARLIAMENT, | 

"The Binible Petition of the Gentry, Clergy, and o- 

' thers Inhabitants , Subſcribed, of the Counties f 
Flinr | Denbigh; Leo mat , Carnarvan, 
Angleſey, Mcrionerh eine rhe [ixe Shires f 
 Northwalcs, | 


| yy it was 5 preſented this preſent March the 5. 1641s 
Accompanied with thirty FET< 9 hands. 


F207 972 Hereas'-the preſent: condition of the: 
F(9 Church of Exe land(in the publike Lutur-- 
| 4 gy thereof, in the ancient liberties and: 
&2>\V{ ea forme of Goverament, as they doe now; 
DER ftand cftigbliſhed by:Law) hath been late- 
ly broughc queſtion;and manifold Peritions fram che: 


ſeveral: 


-_ 
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feverall quarters of this Kingdome, and other ſuch like 
addrefles concerning the ſame, have beene preſented to 
this Honourable Houle, | 

Wee his Majeſties faichfull Subjz&: in the Principa- 
lities and Counties of Nerth-wales whom itequally con- 
cerneth, and as ſtrongly tyed in —_ and conſcience, 
doe likewiſe preſume to make our humble Remon- 
ſtrance, and wedoe itafteralong filenceand expeRati- 
on joyned with ſome feares. | 

And firſt, forthoſe things whigh concerne the pub- 
lique Service of God, as they bee of neereſt impor- 
tance, and we nothing doubt, but you will take unts 
your tendreſt thoughts, ſo we doccarneſtly propound 
and proſtrate before you that dangerous conſequence 
of Innovation in matters of ſo high concernement, as 
we conceive,and leave it to your owne great Wiſdoms 
to Iudge, what (cruples and jealouſics are like to ariſe, 
if we be taughta newand different way of ſerving God 
after a full perſwaſton of the lawfulneſle of that which 
is preſcribed according to the Word of God, not with- 
out the deliberate, and concurrent approbation and in- 
duſtry of the moſt learned of the Proteſtant. Church, 
of this and other Nations, and the poſſeſſion of {o 
many yeares inthe practiſe thereof, and all ſince the 
bleſledrime of Reformation, 

The meere report hereof hath already produced no 
good cft<&, breeding inthe mindes of ill-diſpoſed per- 
fons Infolenceandcontempt, in others perplexiticanif 
gricte, notknowing how to ſettle themſclves,or forme 
their obedience inſuch diſtractions, and ſometimes re- 
pugnancy of commands. !- + -- 

--Then for the outward policy.and forme of govern+: 
ment, under-tho Turiſgicion 'ot-Bifhops ; bo put 
f #& aw. | 
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Law, and kept within their owne limits. 

It is as wee beleeve, that forme which came into 
this F/\and, with the firſt Plantation of Religion heere, 
and God ſo bleſt this 1/and, that Religivncameearely. 
in, with the firft dawning of the day, very neere, or 
in the time of the Apoſtles themſelves, And in the 
Succeſſion of all afrer Ages, rhe ſame hath beencon- 
ſtantly maintained among us, and that without any 
eminent interruption, or gaincſaying, even till theſe 
our dayes. 

And now from the comfortable experience which 
we feele, and which our fathers have told us, of the 
conveniency and moderation of this Govermnent, 
together with the Antiquity of the ſame /a ſtrong 
argument of Gods ſpeciall Protection.) Wee doe in 
all humility repreſentand pray that the ſame may be 
ſtill preſerved entireinall the parts thereof, proteſſing 
yet withall, that we heartily diſclaime all Scandalous 
Innovation, and Popiſh corruption whatſoever. 


And we are the more incouraged in this Suit, be- 
cauſe we finde it to bee the unanimous and undevi- 
ded requeſt and vote of this whole Countrey, who 
cannot without ſome trembling cntertaine}a thought 
of change. In all which we doe not preſume to give 
any rules, but as it becomes us, humbly declare and 
open our owne breaſts, and labour to deliver our 
owne ſoules in teſtimony of our Loyaltics, and diſ- 
Charge of our Conſciences, who ſhall ever take com- 
fort to finde the fame way of honouring God, con- 
tinued in his owne Houſe of Prayer, the Lawes of 
the Land put to acuall execution, the Peace and 
Government of the Church guns , the ny" 

aUCKR- 
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alterations declined , and the diſtraQions already too 
viſible arifing thereupon avoided. 

And as wee doubt not but your grear Wiſdomes 
will take care that our Do@rine and Diſcipline eſta- 
bliſhed, ſhall bee ſtill in force, and obſerved, untill 
by ſome abſolute Law, and the opinions. of learned 
Convocations, or Synod (according to the Cuſtome 


of our prudent fore-Fathers in beſt times ) it bee Q- 
therwiſe ordained. 


$0 ſhall we never ceaſe to pray for a permanent bleſ. 
feng upon your Cornſels , and Reſolutions , to the 
generall happineſſe of Church and Kingdome, 
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10 THE 
SACRED MAIESTIE, 


of our moſt Gracious Soveraigne 


Lord, King CuarLEs: by 


the Grace of God,of Eng/and,Scotland, 


France, and Jreland, K I NG: 
Defender of the Faith, 


The humble Gratulation and Petin- 


on of divers, His Ma1EtsT1 es faithfull 


Sibjes (of the true Proteſtant REID) 
within the County Palatine of Lancaſter, 


MOST GRACIOVS SOVERAIGN E, 


ENH E moſt Reall and Convin- 
P94 cing'it teſtimonies . of -yaur 
A V4 Princely care, for the advance- 
es Y mcnt of Gods true Religion in 
Pr your Majeſties Realmes : Ana 
Y Dl the comm on good of all your 
h 7 Iv! Subjects, Could no lefle then 
SS >) draw from us (yrho havehither- 
to in theſe ſtirring Times fate 


ſtill) this humble acknowledgement of our GOARG ne- 
cellary thankes, - oY 
H 2 Wc ce 


SIE 
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JA ) Ee with the inmoſt and choiceſt thoughts of 
"Y ourſoules, doecſteeme and prize your Maje- 
ſties moſt righteous intentions, of governing your liege 
people, according to the wholſome Laws of this king- 
dome. A thing {o often, and with ſuch carneſtneſſe 
avowed by your ſacred Majeſty, whereunto wee yeeld 
that hearty credence, which is due to ſo religious a 
Prince, Wee doealſo with all humility and thankful-. 
neſſeacknowledge your manifold andevident manife- 
Rtations (to the world) that you affe&t notan Arbitrary 
Goverament , But the common proſperity , and hap- 
pineſle of all your loyall ſubje&s: by your readinetle 
tojoyne with your Parliament,in ſpeedy rayſing of for- 
ces for a timely ſuppreſſion, of that odious Rebellion 
inFreland;by yourlate Proclamation for the putting in 
ducexecutionthe Lawes againſt Papiſts. By your moſt 
- Creme condiſcending to the deſires of your. Great 
ouncell., in figningthe Bill for the tricnniall Parlia- 
ment, for-the relinquiſhing-your Title of impozing 
upon Merchandize ,.and power of preſſing ſouldiers, 
For the taking away the Starre-chamber, and High 
Commiſſion Courts , for regulating of the Councetl 
"Table: As alſo for the Bils tor the Forteſts and Stan- 
neric Courts, with other moſt neceſſary Acts. Moreo- 
ver, weare confident, and well afured of your Maje- 
= gu, ta the pcm 97 the in IK 
| Religion. And with inexpreſſible joy doe /underſtang 
a9 Chriſtian 8: pious reſolution, forthe pteſer- 
vationofthoſe powerfull encouragementsof Induſtry, 
Learning, and Piety, the meanes and honour of the 
Miniſtry , forthe maintenance and continuance of our 
Church Government. and folemne Liturgy of the 
Church 
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Church, of long continuance, and generall-approbati- 
on of the molt pious and learned of this Nation, and 
of other countries: Compozed (according to the Pri- 
mitive Patterne) by our blefled Martyrs , and other re- 
ligious and learned men, Asalſo your gracious pleaſure, 
thatall abuſes of Church and Stare ſhall be reformed, 
according to the modell of Queene EliZabeths- dayes, 
(of ever blefled and famous memory.) By the one you 
have weakned the hopes of the ſacrilegious devourers 
of the Churches Patrimony (if there be any ſuch : ) 
And by the other provided againft all Popiſh Impicties 
and Idolatrics: Andalſoagainſt the growing danger of 
Arabaptiſts, Browniſts,and.other Noveliſts. All which 
Picty, Love, and Juſtice, wee beſeech God to returne 
into your Royall boſome. But yet moſt gracious So- 
veraigne, there is ore thing that fads our hearts, and 
hinders the perfeRion of our happineſle ,, which is the 
diſtance and miſunderſtanding betweene your Majeſty 
and your Parliament, wherbythe hearts of your ſubjects 
are fled with tcares and jealouſies (Iuſtice neglected, 
ſacred ordinances prophaned, and trading impaired to 
the impoveriſhing of many of your liege people. For 
the Remova!l whereof wee cannot find out any lawtull 
meanes without your Majelties afliſtanee anddireRion, 


Wherefore wee humbly beſecch your moſtexcellent 
Majeſty, tocontinne your molt Chriſtian and pi- 
ous Reſolution of ruling your people, according to. 
the Lawes of the Land, and maintaining of the ſame, 
of being a zealous Defender of the eſtabliſhed: 
Doctrine, Liturgie, and Government of ourChurch 
from herefics, Libertiniſme, and prophaneneſle; An 
Advancer of Learning , Picty , and Religion; An 

es En=- 


- 
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Encourager of Learned, Painefull,Orthodox Prex 
chers. And whatſoever your Parliament ſhalloffer 
to your Royallview, conducing tothis blefſed end, 
the commongood-and tranquillity of your ſubj -&s, 
tobe plcaſcd'ro condiſcend unto, and graciouſly ro 
confirme, and withall to declare unto us ſome expe- 
dient way , how wee may make a dutifull addrefle 
-unto your Parliament , fortheraking away of theſc 
differences and impediments , which ſtay the happy 
proceedings (of that moſt honourable Aſſembly, 
wherof your Majcſty isthe Head ) which once remo- 
ved, we doubt not,but we wil be as near your Parlia- 
ment in Per(on, as in Affection. That there may be 
a bleſſed harmony, betwixt your Highneſlſe , and 
that great Councell, wee ſhall with allalacrity ob- 
{crve the ſame. Humbly rendring ourlives, and tor- 
tuncs for the preſervation of your Royall Pcrſon, 
Crowne, and Dignity , according to our bounden 
duty, andallegiance, And heartily praying for your 

Majcſtieslongand proſperous Raigne over us. 


Wee the Subſcribers of this Petition, doe hereby give authe- 


rity unto the Bearers hereof , to put our names to ſuch Tran- 
{cript hereof , as ſhall bee preſented to His Majeſty, 


TO 
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daſs lerhenſe he aferſordenleerherdbaſins 
RR So 


TO THE 
KTNGS MOST 


Excellent MajegsTiE. 


The bumble Petition of the {ounty 
of CORNEWAT. 


Err EFEcyour Majeſtics loyall ſubje&s, In all duty 
WEm render unto your Majeſty all thankfulneſle, 
MAY tor your Majeſttes ynexampled favour, and 
grace 1n granting unto your Subjecs{in con- 
currence with your Parliament) {uch Lawes and Free- 
domes, which have molt tully expreficd your Maje- 
ſties Gracious Goodneſle unto your people. And wee 
moſt thankfully receive your Majcſties free offer of a 
general l Pardon, whereof wee moſt humbly defire to 
be made Partakers. And wee moſt humbly beſcech 
your Majeſty neverto ſuffer your Subjes to be gover- 


ned by an Arbitrary Government, nor admit an i, 
FAT6H-In' RETTaTOTR And your Petitioners being mo 
feelingly grieved for your Majcſties diſcontents:partly 
occaſioned by divers ſcandalons Pamphlets , and no 
way leſſened by feditious Sermons: Doe with a conflu- 
ence of all comforts, honour,and happineflc unto your 
Majeſty : And doe heartily pray for the reconcile- 
BEnt 
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ment betwixt your Majeſty and your Parliament. And 
inall thankefulneſſe for your Majeſtics ſaid Grace and 
Goodneſle, your Petitioners doe offer themſelves moſt 
ready to maintaine, and defend with their-lives, and 
fortunes, your Majeſties facred Perſon, Honour and 
Eſtate : And lawfull Prerogative againſt all perſons 
whatſocyer, according to the oaths of Allegeance and 
Supremacy, May 22, 1642, 


Inaorſed, 

Wee the Petitioners to this Petition, 
doe conftitute , and appoint Peter 
Courtney, Walter Langdon, 
Benatus Bellot , 4zd4 Nevill 
Bligh, Eſquires, to deliver this 
Petition, in the name of the coun- 
#y of Cornewall,to his ſacred Ma- 
If). 


Ot 
TO THE 


HONOVR ABLE 
HOVSE OFConunrons 


allembled 1a Parliament. 


The HumblePetition of the Gentry, Miniſters, 
and Commonalty of the County of Kent, 
avrecd upon, at the generall Aſſizes of the 
C-unty, 24 Ap 


Moſt humbly ſheweth, 
Eo Hat wee cannot but take notice, 
Ib how welcom to this Honorable 
i| Houſe , many Petitions have 
beene, which yer came nor from 
an Aſſembled body of any 
County (as this doth) we doe 
| therefore hope to find as gentle 
| and favourable a reception of 

this as any other have tound of 
their Petitions, our hearts witnefling unto us, as good, 
peaceable, and pious purpolesas the beſt. 


Theſe are therefore the true and Ardent defires 
of this C only. 


I. That you will bee pleaſed to accept ourdue, and 
hearty chankes tor tholc bs ah Lawcs(whict: ONS 


- — _- 
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Majeſties grace and goodnefle) you have obfained for 


us. 

2. Thatall Lawes againſt Papiſts, be put in due exe- 
cution.and an account taken of their diſarming,and that 
allchild en of the Papiſts, may be brought up inthe 
reformed Religion, | BY 

3. That the tol-mne Lirturgyof the Church of Exg- 
land(Cclcbrious by the picty of the Biſhops and Mar- 
tyrs whocompolcd it) eſtabliſht by the ſupreame laws 
of this Land, atteſted and approved by the beſt of all 
Forraigne Divines , confirmed by the ſubſcription of 
all the Miniſtry of this Land , A Clergy as ableand 
Learned as any in the Chriſtian world ere 1njoyed, 
and with a holy love embraced by the moft and beſt 
of all the Laity, that this holy exerciſe of Religion 
may by your Authority beinjoyed quictand free from 
interruptions, ſcornes, prophanenecfle , threats and 
foice of ſuch men, who daily doe depraye it,and neg- 
k& the ule of it indivers Churches, indeſpight of the 
Lawescſtabl;ſhed. 

4. That Epiicopall Government, as Anticnt inthis 
Tland as Chriſtianity it ſelfe, deduced and diſperſed 
throughout the Chriſtian world , even from the Apo- 
ſtolicall times, may be preſerved (as the molt pious, 
moſt prudent,and moſt ſafe Government) for the peace 
of the Church. 

5. Thatall differences concerning Religionand Ce- 
1cmonies, may be referred to a lawtull, free , and Na- 
tionall Synod, as your Remonſtrancepromilſcth, to a 
gencrall Synodof moſt grave, learned, pious and Iu- 
dicious Divyines , (the proper Agents) whoſe intereſts, 
gifts, and callings, -may quicket them in that great 
Woke, whoſe choycetobe by allthe Clergy _ ihe: 

oy and, 
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Land, becaufeall the Clergy are to be boundby their 
Reſolutions , and the determination of this Synod to 
bind us all, when you have firſt formed them intoa 
Law, and this weetake to be according to the ancient 
and fundementall Law of this Land, confirmed by 
Magna Charta. 

6. That ſome ſpeedy and good proviſion may bee 
made (as by his Majeſty hath beene, and is by all gocd 
mendefired) again{r the odious and abominable ican- 
dall ot {chiſmaticall and ſeditious Sermons and Pamph- 
lets, and ſome ſevere Law madeagain't Lay-men, for 
daring to arrogate to themſelves, and ro execute the 
holy funon of the Minitry, who (ſome of them) do 
ſow their impious and diſcontented Docrine even in 
Sacred places, by abuſe of Sacred Ordinances , to 
theadvancing of Hereſie, Schiſme, Prophaneneſle, Li- 
bertiniſme; Anabaptiſme,and Atheiſme, 

7. That if the coertive power of Ecclcfiaſticall 
Courtsby way of Excommunication bealready abro- 
oated, Or thallbe thought fit ſo to be,thar there be ſome 
other power and authority ſpeedily eſtabliſhed, for ſup- 
preſſing the heynous, and now ſo much abounding fins 
of Inceft, Adultery ,and Fornication, and other crimes, 
and for recovering Tythes , repayring of Churches, 
Probate of Wils, Church Aflcſſes, providing Bread 
and Wine for the Communion,and choyce of Church- 
Wardens, and other Officers in the Church, and cſpe- 
cially for Miniſters , who negle& the Celebrating of 
the Holy Communion, and the Pariſhioners for not 
Receiving, 

8. That the Profeſſors of that Learned faculty of 
the Civil Law,and{without which this Kingdome can- 
not but ſuffer manifold Inconveniences) may not uy 

= - 
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diſcouragements, and ſodivert their Studies and ProZ 
f:cſhons. | 

9 That honour and profits the powerful encourage- 
ments of Indafry, Learning,and Picty, way be prefer- 
ved without furthcr diminationto rhe Clergy. 

10. That you plcaſe ſadly to conſider theblceding 

wounds of our Brethren in 1reland, and with fpeedy 
{uccours endeayour to preſerve them, whereunto his 
Majeſty hath promiſed a gracious coneurrence. 
11. That you pleaſe to frame an eſpeciall Law for 
the Regulating of the cH37/ttiaof this Kingdome, fo 
that the Subje& may know how at once to obey, both 
His Majeſt, and both Houſes of Parliament , a Law 
whereby may be left to the diſcretion of Governours, 
as little aS may be, but thatthe number of Armes, and 
what meaſure of puniſhment ſhall be inflited upon the 
offendors, may be expreſly ſet downe inthe Act , and 
notleft roany Arbitrary power, and thataccording to 
the preſident of former Lawes the offendors may not 
betryed out of thecounty. 

12. Thatthe Precious Liberty of the SubjeR (the 
common birth-right of every Engliſh-man} may be as 
inall theſe poynts preſerved entire, ſo in this alſo, 
that no order of cither of both Houſes, not grounded 
onthe Lawes of this Land , may bee enforced on the 
Subject, till it be fully enacted by Parhament, 

13. Thathis Majeſtics gracious Meſſage of the 20, 
of 1a. laſt, for the preſent and future eſtabliſhment of 
the Priviledges of Parliament , the free enjoying of 
oureſtates and Fortunes, the Liberty of our perſons., 
the ſceurity of the true Religion profeſſed, the maintai- 
ning of his Ma cſties . uſt and Regall Authority, rhe 
Rablihing his R cvenue, may beraken into ſpeedy con- 


kade- 
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fideration, the effeQing whereof will ſatisfic the defires 
of all us, his faithfull and loving Subje&s, | 

14. Thatall poſſible care may be taken,that the Na- 
tive Commodities of this Kingdome, may have a quick 
Vent, and that C loathing, and other Manufactures 
may be improved', wherein the livelihood of many 
thouſands doe confift , and that Trade may be ballan- 
ced, that the importation doe not exceed the exporta- 
tion, otherwiſe it will prove a conſumption of the 
Land. 

15. That you pleaſe to frame ſome Lawes concer- 
ning Depopularions , Purveyances, Cart-taking, de- 
laycs 1n [uſtice, Trafficke, Fiſhing in the Coaſts , Ful- 
ling Earth, that our Sea Forts may be repayred,and our 
Magazines renewed, 

16. That you pleaſe to confiderthe generall poyer- 
ty that ſcemes toovergrow this Kingdome, 

17. Laſtly, Wee humbly beſecch you toconfider 
the {ad condition, that we and the wholc Land arein, 
it a good underſtanding be not ſpeedily renewed be- 
tweene his Majeſty, and both Houſes of Parliament, 
Our hopesare yetaboveour feares, ſecure them wee 
beſeech you, God dire and guide your conſultations 
far the removibg of all diſtruſts and Tealouſics, for 
the renuing thattye of confidenceand truſt , (which is 
the higheſt happineſle ) betweene our gracious Prince, 


and his loving Subjeas. 


And you- ſhall have the daily prayers of your humble 0ra- 
| tors of the Commonalty of Kent. © 
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HONOVRABLE 


THE 
K NIGHTS, CITIZENS 


and ByxG@ zsse5s of the 
Houſe of COMM ONS aſſemblcd 


in PARLIAMENT. 


The humble Petition of the Baronets, Knights, E{- 
quires,Gentlemen, Clergie-men, Free-holders, 
Subſidy-men,and others of good Rank aud Qualitic 
in the County of OXFORD. 


Agreed upon, and Swhſcribed, at the times of heir meetings 
totake the Proteſtation ſent unto them, 


Humbly ſhewing, 
== P33 Hat whereas ſome Petitions have beene expo- 
N FS ſed, in Print, ro common view, under the 


(Gs names of the Knights, Gentlemen, Freeholders, 
— tdi i i fl, 
the 


the County of Oxford, as preferred to the Honourable 
Houſe of Parliament, 


Wee doe hereby crave leave, to ſhew to this Honourable 
Houſe, that ſuch Petitions have not recerved Pub- 
lique Examination among ze at any Generall-meet< 
ing diretted by Authority for the ſervice of the 
County. 


Nd we your now Petitioners, knowing our ſclves 

ro bee the Major part of thoſe degrees within 
this County, and as defirous ro expreſſe our Grati- 
tude in this Honourable Houſe, for your unwearic d 
labours, and the happy efte&s thereot, tor the good of 
this Land and State, doe hercby offcr up inall Humi- 
lity, the greateſt exprefſion of our Thanketulneſle:; 
And, in like manner, our unanimous deſires, 


That the Government of this Church may continue, 
as isnow by Law <cſtabliſhed : And that the Liturgy 
may be ſetled with ſuch alterations (if there be caulc) 
as your Wildomes ſhall approve, 


That the Lawes againſt Papiſts which oppoſe our 
Relizion, And againſt SefFaries ( of late dargerouſly 
encreaſed among us ) thar trouble the Peace thereof, 
may be pur in full execution: And where thoſe Lawes 
are detective, ſuch further remedy the ein may be pro- 
vided, as to your wiſdomes ſhall ſeem fit. 


That a free Synod of orthodox and peaceable Di- | 
vines may be convened, according to the torme of the | 
Primitive , and Purcſt times of Chriſtianity, tor com- 
- poling 


—_C 
pofing of all differences in DodFrine, and Ceremonies of 
Relig 0, 


That the Safcty of this County and Kingdome may | 
bee provided for, by the diſpoſing of ſuch a 2/:/r1;4, as 
may conſiſt with the native Liberties of the SubjetF, 


That you would be pleaſed to continue your Care 
in haſtening the further Relicfc of our Ciſtreſſed Bre- 
thren in /rdand, | 


And your Petitzoners ſh {1 bee ready to maintaine 
with their L:ves and Eſtates, his HM ajeſties Perion, Ho- 
nour, and Eſtate, rogether with the Rights and Piivi- 
ledges of Parliament. | | 


eAnd your Petitioners ſball ever 
pray, C0. 


Da —— -* _—_—  —  ; 


la 's s,\ 


TO THE MOST 


HONOVRABLE 


AND HIGH 


COURT 
PARLIAMENT: 


The humble Petition of the Gentlemen, and other 
of the Inhabitants of the County of Cornwall. 


Aving ſcene and heard the ma- 
ny (though ſcarce divers) Peti- 
tions to this Honourable Af- 
ſembly, by the Inhabitants of 
divers Counties and Ctiecs of 
this Land, as alſo Corporati- 
ons, Companies, and Trades, 
ſome againſt Biſhops, ſome a- 

— gainft the Common Prayer, 
andall againſt ſuch Judiciall, and things Super. elemen- 
tary wie ion of their capacity of judging,and mat- 
rers onely belonging to the Judicature of rhis grave Sy- 
nod, which ſcemescither to diſtruſt, or direR, or bot 
66 hdd K your 
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your great Wildomes z, Wee therefore the Gentlemen 
and other the Inhabitans of Cormwal!,, with as man 
hearts, though not hands, with as many good willes, 
though not perſons, not in imitation, but rather by 
provocation, and neceſſity, in theſe times, to ſhew our 
good minded affeions,.doe humbly proſtrate the ut- 
moſt of our ſervice to-your feet. In which (or rather 
after which) we take leave humbly to veg, 


Hat.you will bee pleaſed ta bend your anxiliar 

and good affecions to the redrefle of the diftreſſe 
of the miſerable Proteſtantsin Irefand, To-gain whoſe 
eo0d, proſperity , peace, and tranquility, to preſerve: 
the Soveraignerty of that Land to our Royall King, and 
to maintaine His, and this Kingdoms Honour, We ſhall. 
willingly lay downe our lives and fortunes, | 


| Thatyou will be pleaſed to continue your oreat re- 
ſpec, dutitulllove, andtrre obedience, to our Royall 


Soveraigne, by maintaining his juſt, and no way Anti- 
legall Prerogative. 


That you will bee pleaſed: to put the Lawes in due 


exccutionagainſt all lcfuutes, Seminaries, Papiſts, and. 
Recuſants, 


That you will be pleaſed to:looke upon the other. 
fide, and duly weighing .the ations ( or rather. faQi- 
ons ) of ſome, ( whom maſt men call Citizens) ro 
ſcourge their irregular and diſorderly Schiſme , and 
Hereticall Sets, into right paths of ſerving God, to 
frequent his Houſe, and to Pray as. wcellas Heare, toal- 
tow Order, and obey Conformity, to: reverence Lear- 


ning, 


(63) 


ing, and bow to Authority , to'bee under a Diſci- 
pline, and live in order. | my 


n 


"That you will be pleaſed to maintaine and eftabliſh 
the Ancient, Fundamentall,and moſt venerable Lawes, 
Order, and Diſcipline, both of our Church and Com- 
mon-weaith, to continue the reverenced Office, and 
pr the offending perſons of Biſhops, to 'ave in 

teh account, andetemize (as farre as in you lies) the 
Divine and excellent forme of Common Prayer, to 
corred braine-forg'd doQrine, by yourexamplary pre- 
cops ſtrikea Reyerence of Gods Houſe intocvery mans 
realt, | 


That you will be pleaſed to intimate to the people, 
your Honourable and wiſe intentions concerning Di- 
vine Service, leſt while you hold your peace, ſome re- 
jc&ing it in part, others alrogether, they vainly con- 
ccive you countenance them. 


Laſtly, /notto trouble your great affaires any lon- 
ger) That you will be pleaſed to take into your Sage 
conſideration, thoſe Scandalous and ill-afteRted Pim- 
phlcts, which fly abroad in ſuch ſwarmes, as are able 
to cloud the pure ayre of Truth, and preſent a darke 
ignorance to thoſe who have not the two wings of 
Juſticeand Knowledetofly above them. 


Now to poliſh this our worke with a ſmooth de- 
monſtration of our modeſt intents, thatrhe tin- 
&ures which in IncroduRion fell on the fore- 
mentioned preſents, may flide without a ſtaine 
DB 
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fromthis, We docinall humility declare, - that - 
neither diſtruſt of your intenfions, nor opinion - 
of any of our counſels worthy your cares, ever 
tainted our thoughts,but that we have ſtill been, 
andare confident, that this moſt wiſe Synod hath 
ever thought fit, reſoly'd, and will confirme in- 
to ation, what wenow humbly requeſt, there- 
fore this our preſent, not ſo much a Petition, as 
a Prayer of willing and thankefull. hearts tor 
the hoped ſequell, is onely to ſhew ourtrue in- - 
tentions and good will towards his gracious 
Majeſtic, and this High Court,as Inſtruments of 
the peace of our ſoules and bodies, for which. 
we are unanimouſly, and immutably reſoly'd to 
ſpend our deareſt blood, 


Publiſhed by. B. Gent. 


RIGHT HONOVRABLE: 


TheLoxrvps, and Commons 
Aſſembled in the High Court of 


PARLIAMENT. 


The humble Petition of the Knghts, Eſquires,. 


Gentlemen, Miniſters, Freeholders , and other Inha-- 
bitants, within the e Countyof Hz x A FORD. 


Who Moſt hambly pray, 


® WES 


Hat the preſent publique forme 
of Gods Worſhip, and the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Bleſſed Sacra- 
Ge) min with other Rites agreea- 
> ble to Gods holy Word, and pu- 
= reſt Antiquitie, which havebcen 
ESTES: PQ ſundry times eſtabliſhed by god- 
F. ly Acts of Parliament, may now 
cre in theſe broken and trou- 

bled fimes, beto Gods glory, andthe Churches Peace, 
re-eſtabliſhed and confirmed z That Epiſcopacy being 
the Ancient and Primitive Governmenc of the Church, 


Renownedfor Succeſles, YAO againſt Schiſmes, 
IWNEQLOT QUCCENCES, Y ws} 


(8s) 
and Hereſies ; and eſpecially, of late yeares againſt thar 
Hydra of Herefies, the Roman Papacy , Glorious for 
ancient and late Martyrdomes, Happy beforethe cor- 
ruption of Popery, and ſince the Reformation in the 
plantationa preſervation of Truth and Peace, emi- 
nently ſerviceable to this Common-wealth, moſt com- 
pliable with the Civill : Government, into the Fa- 
bricke and Body of which it is rivertted and incorpo- 
rated, and moſt apt andeafic at all times by the ſtate 
to be reduced into Order : may for the future' / as 
formerly) by your great Authority bee continued 
and maintained, for the glory of God, the preſervati- 
on of Order, Peace, and Unity, the Reformation and 
{ſuppreſſion of wickedneſle and vige , and the nature 
prevention of *chiſmes, Factions, and Scditions , 
That Cathedrals, the Monuments of our Foretathers 


Charity , the reward of pre'ent Literature ani tur- 
therance of Pictic, be alſo continucd. 


The which we your humble Petitioners the more 
earneltly beſcech your Honours tv grant, for 
that ſtrange feares doe poſlcflc our Hearts, that 
the ſudden Mutation of Government, {o long 
{ctled, ſo well knowne, and approved, can- 
not recomperce the Diſtuibarces and Diſ- 
orders which it may worke by Novelty, with 
any proportionable utility , being moſt confi- 
dent, in your Honours Wild:zmes and Ju- 
ſtice , that all Excefſes, Exorbitances, and 
Encroachments, that ſhall be found iſluing not 
fromany poylon the in nature of the Diſcipline, 
but rather from the infirmitie and corruprion 


of 
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of the Perſons (unto which the very beſt Go- 


vernmeRt is {ubje ) ſhall bee duely regulated | 
and corrected. 


efnd your Petitioners ſhall 
pray, EX&e 


Subſcribed by Xnizhts, E[quires, and Gentle- 
men of Luallity, 68 


Doctors, | 3 


Miniſters of good repme, as will appeare by the 
Originall Petitions, 150 


Freeholders and Inhabitants of the County of 
Heretord, 3600- 


Charles Re 


VrWilland Command is,and 
We doe hereby authoriſe you 
forthwith to Print, Publiſh, and dif- 
perſe, a Certaine Booke, Intituled, 
eA4 Colledion of the Petitions of divers 
Counties of tha Our Kingdome, Sub- 
{oribed by the Gentry, Minifters, and 
Freeholders of thoſe Counties, on be- 
halfe of Epiſcopacy, the Liturgy,and 
Church Government, and for the 
eſtabliſhing Our Rights,and the Liber- 
tie of the Subje4, And for {o doing, 
this ſhall be your Warraat, 


Given at Our (, ourt at Yorke, the 
20, of May, 16 +2, 


